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Aut. II. — On the Lake Phiala — the Jordan and its Sources 
By the late Captain Newbold, 1MI.S., §*c. 

In Joscphus we find tho following account of tho sources of tho 
Jordan, and tho Pliiala lako: "Tho licml of this celebrated river 
[tho Jordan] has been thought to bo Panion; but in truth it passes 
hither underground ; and tho sourco of it is Phiala, an hundred 
and twenty furlongs [stadia] from Cwsarca [Philippi], a littlo on tho 
right hand, and not much out of tho way to Trnchonitis. It is called 
Phiala (that is, tho Vial) from tho round figuro of it; and its water 
stands always at a stay, tho basin being brimful, without cither 
shrinking or overflowing. Tho first discovery of this secret was from 
Philip, tho Tetrarch of Trachonitis, by casting straws into Phiala, that 
came out again at Panion, which, till that time, was taken for tho 
liond of the Jordan. This river, thus, ns to appearance, taking its 
origin from tho Cavo of Panion, afterwards crosses tho bogs and 
fens of the lako Scmcchonitis; and after a courso of an hundred and 
twenty furlongs further, passes under tho city of Julias [or Doth- 
snida], and so over tho lako Gcnczaroth; and then running a long 
way through a wilderness or desert, it empties itself at last into tho 
lako Asphaltitis, or tho Dead Sea. 1 " 

The Jewish historian speaks of another sourco of tlio Jordan 
called the Littlo Jordan ("toi» /uk/wi' kuXov/uvov 'lo^oni'i/i'"), noar 
Daphne, or Dan. l'liuy, howovcr, speaks only of tho fountain of 
Panion as tho source.* "Jordanis amnis oritur o fonto Paneado, qui 
cognomen dedit CojsarcoD." From tho Scriptures little definite is to bo 
gleaned regarding tho sources of tho Jordan beyond their springing 
from the base of Lebanon. 

It is hardly necessary to mention that tho sources at Dan and 
Fnnton have been recognised by Scctzcn and Burckhardt in tho fino 
springs of Tel el Kridhi and Baniiis. Tho truo lako Phiala has bcon 
lost sight of for many centuries, until accidentally discovered by Irby 
and Mangles in travolling direct from Damascus to Banias, in 1818; 
though it was heard of by Seetzon under tho namo of Birkct er Rdm. 
Tho pool seen by Burckhardt, on his way from Damascus vid Kauci- 



1 AVnrs of the Jews, book III. chap, xviii. 
» riiny, Hist. Nat., Vol. XV. 
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tarali, to tho bridge of Bcnrit Y'ukt'ib, which ho mistook for tho Phiala 
lake, is much too far to tho south of Biinins. 

Irby and Mangles briefly describe it as " a very picturesque lake, 
apparently circular, of little more than a milo in circumference, sur- 
rounded on all sides by sloping hills, richly wooded. Tho singularity 
of this lako is, that it has no apparent supply nor discharge; and its 
waters appeared perfectly still, though clear and limpid : a great 
many wildfowl woro swimming on it." J 

As I had moro loisuro to cxnmiuo the lake than those intelligent 
and intrepid travellers, tho following additional particulars may not 
bo unintorcsting. 

Tun Lake Piiiala. 

Tho lako Phiala, tho liirket cr Rum, A\\ i£\ of the Arabs, 
lies, according to bearings carefully taken during my route, in 1840, 
13. 19° S. (reduced from. tho magnetic to true bearing), from Biinins. 
Tho approximate distanco thence, calculating four miles per hour, at 
tho brisk pace at which I travelled (with horses), would be about 
twelvo miles; which, calculating the stadium at tho usual' rate of one- 
tenth of a geographical mile, will coincide very closely with tho dis- 
tanco (120 stadia) given by Joseph us. Its situation, easterly from 
Manias, and a little to tho S. of tho road leading through the ancient 
Trachouitis, identifies it still more clearly. Its circular form, its brim- 
ful appearance, arc tho samo as in tho days of tho Jowish historian. 

Tho ascent to tho lako from Damns and the basin of tho Jordan is 
stcop: its elevation abovo the level of tho sea, approximated by tho 
boiling-point, taken with a common thermometer, (Troughton and 
Simms), is about 3000 feot high. It lies surrounded by hills, from 
100 to 200 feet high, forming a basin, in a plain, or rather a broad 
valloy, sloping towards tho Jordan, and overlooked by tho lofty domo 
of Hermou, glittering with silvery ribbon-like glaciors. Tho elevation 
of Mount Hornion abovo tho sea has been roughly estimated at 1 0,000 
Fronch foot. It bears from tho Phiala Lako N. 10° E. 

The form of tho lake, as before stated, is nearly circular, and 2954 
paces in circumforonno. The water is limpid and clear, but of a dark 
huo, occasioned probably by its great depth and tho black basaltic 
basin in which it reposes. My Arabs declined drinking it, contenting 
themselves with washing their mouths and feet. The tasto I found to 
bo a littlo brackish and flat, and tho temperature slightly thermal 
(75° Falir.; temp, of air in shade 78°). 

1 Trnvcls, pp. 200— 2U9. 
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TIic Arabs say that no fish siro to lio found in tho lake, though it 
abounds with leeches and frogs. I obsorved a Drilso on tho bank 
quietly bleeding himself, by allowing tho leeches to fasten on his arm. 

The surfaco of tho lake was tranquil, and glassy as a mirror—- no 
motion that could be construed into tho whirl of water finding a vent 
downwards; nor could I find any lateral outlet by which tho waters 
of the lake could escape either to tho springs at Drilling or elsewhere. 
I repeated tho experiment of Philip tho Tctraroh: but tho straw thrown 
in remained motionless on tho surfaco. It is interesting, howovcr, to 
note that tho traveller may bear at tho present day, among tho Arabs, 
the sanio tradition which was current in tho timo of Josephus, and 
which induced tho Tetrarch of Trachonitis to test its truth by tho ex- 
periment of throwing in straw and clmfV, and looking for their re- 
appearance in tho springs of Damns. The Tetrarch was no doubt im- 
posed on in the execution of bis experiment, by tho Arabs from whom 
lie heard tho tradition; and who would have been unpleasantly com- 
promised with their Roman JUutasallim, had the experiment failod. 

Similar groundless popular traditions exist in India. On tho rock 
of Oooty, a Brahman showed me a spring in a cavo; from which ho 
stated that a line thrown in, would emerge on tho surfaco of a stream, 
several miles off, in the plain below. Tho exporiment was not suc- 
cessful: the lino floated quietly on tho surfaco of tho spring, liko tho 
straw on the lake, without evincing tho slightest inclination to com- 
mence its subterraneous voyage 

Other strong arguments against tho magnificent springs of Danias, 
which burst forth at onco a river from tho womb of the rock, being 
supplied by the lako Pliialn, are, the stagnant and impuro charaetor of 
the lacustrine water, compared with the delicious sparkling water of 
Damns; and tho inadequacy of tho supply in ratio to so constant and 
largo a demand. Tho temperature too, of tho springs at Danias, I found 
to bo only 58° Fnhr., while that of tho lako is 75°. Tho only visiblo 
source from which tho lako derives its supply of water, is from tho 
drainage of the sides of tho basin, and numerous small springs, which 
I found oozing forth in the boggy and turfy ground around tho mar- 
gin. The loss by evaporation would bo amply sufficient to account for 
the phenomenon of the lake's never overflowing; but it was evident, 
from a water mark, traceable all round its odges, that tho surface of 
tho water had been six inches higher during the winter. 

Tho basin, at tho bottom of which the lake lies, has much tho 
appearance of an anciont crater of elevation. It is composed of basalt, 
both vesicular and compact, containing crystals of olivino, and is 
covered with a green turf, spongy from springs which ooze out from tho 
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ciacks and chinks in this volcanic rock. The sides slope to the lake 
at about an angle of 15°, hut are irregular "and broken; and shaded in, 
in many places, by luxuriant underwood. I found no traces of lapilli, 
scorice, or pumice. Tho surrounding plain, to tho base of Ileruion, on 
the north, is formed of coulees of basalt, which stretch down by the S. 
of Briniiis, to tho valley of the Jordan, in uninterrupted sheets: burst- 
ing from tho onormously thick strata, chiefly of marine limestono, 
which form the mountain muss of Anli Lihanus. 

Besides this lake, and the Birket or Ham of Biirckbardt, there is a 
small lake of tho same name, oln.se to the south of Banian, on tho 
other sido of tho stream which flanks that town. 



FlItST SotlRCK — Sl'HINGS OP B.ANIAS. 

TIioso lino springs aro situated on the N.E. side of tho present 
town of Dtiniris. They gush forth by seven or eight vents from 
beneath a mass of rocky debris, nt tho base of limestone cliffs, facing 
westerly towards the valley of the Jordan, near tho mouth of a 
natural cavern (the grotto of Pan), in tho face of the rock, in which aro 
cut six ornamental niches: tho northernmost is ornamented with a 
scallop-shell top, and flanked by Doric pilasters, doubly fluted near 
the baso. Tho ono next to it contains a pedestal, on which, probably, 
a statue was placed. Several Greek inscriptions occur on the rook near 
tho niches, much damaged by time, one of which, on the middle niche, 
copied by Burckhardt, contained the title of a priest of the god Pan, 
and is supposed by Col. Leake to havo been annexed to a dedication 
by a priest of Pan, who had prefixed tho usual pro salute for the reign- 
ing Emperors. I found here tho following fragment of an inscription 
uncopicd by Burckhardt. 



MAI I1C E8 I'S-V 1 N Pi V e K3 T E B H 

KENUifiiisr.iriutriNi'UocH onei 
en 1 a t:,a r.2S vz\ n r.:?, vi tr. o: ja i \m 
c iiik En \i:.i r •; n ra oy ke*j m ai saa 
cic rra ioc a a m.% ma ess or fss n xm 



Tho cliffs aro about eighty feet high, of compact buff-coloured lime- 
stone, tho surfaco of which has reddened in weathering. Tho springs 
form three streams, which spread out over a plateau at tho base of tho 
cliffs, shaded by a verdant grovo of poplars and oleanders, and gardens, 
in which I found several columns and Corinthian capitals, as well as 
tho foundations of tlio cella of u temple, the remains probably of tlio 
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temple erected hero by Herod tho Great to Augustus. 1 Tlio lino of 
springs is (ifty-two paces across; and tlic tlirco streams, if united, 
would iniiko a river at least ten yards broad, and nearly a foot deep, 
closo to tlio sources from which tho wator gushes with considerable 
rapidity. One of the streams is diverted to turn a mill, but they aro 
all united a littlo below Banins, passing westerly by its N. Hank, 
and then southerly, whon they aro joined by tho stroam of Wridi el 
Kid, about four miles from Bnniiis, and subsequently by that of Tul ol 
Kiidhi, before reaching tho Hi'ilch lake, which lies about 7J miles S. by 
W. from Banias, down tho valley of tho Jordan. Tho upper part of 
this valley from tho Tel el Kadhf, to the sources of the Hosboiyii stream, 
is called Wiidi el Teim ^jJJ) ^cjl. . 



Second Source — Si-rings op Tel el KXdhi' ^Jlilt Jj • 

Tho springs of Tel el Kddhi, the second sourco of tho Jordan, aro 
made by Rurckhardt, probably by an error in tho press, or slip of tho 
pen, to lio N.E. from Diiniiis, at tho distanco of one hour and a 
quarter; by Bcrton, N. 75° W., distanco 4160 metres; and by Robinson 
and Smith, who do not appear however to havo visited theso springs, 
or thoso at Bnniiis, at about an hour's distanco W.N.W.^W.* My 
own observations make Tel el Kiidhi about 2^ miles distant from tho 
modern town of Bnniiis, W. 12° N., or, what is the same, N. 78° W. 

Tho Tel, or mound, stands in tho valley of tho Jordan, on a 
position considerably lower than that of Bnniiis. It is a low flat- 
topped elevation, based on basalt, clovafcel from ten to thirty foot 
above the level of tho valley, of an irregular oval form, and about 300 
paces in circumference, covered with soil, in which occur fragments of 
pottery, cut stones, &c, indications of an ancient site. Tho soil is 
clothed with a luxuriant vegetation of bushes and trees. 

At tho N.W. baso of this mound gushes forth from an opening in 
tho basalt, a copious spring of clear water, which forms at once, with 
the aid of a few lateral springs, a rapid stream, eight paces broad and 
six inches deep, running along the west sido of tho mound, down tho 
valley southerly to tho Hulch lake. 

Another, and equally copious spring, boils up on tho top of tho 
mound, and runs by a magnificent tree, over tho sido of tho mound, 
turning a mill in its course, to join tho other spring. Tho ground 

' Rclnitil, Tnl., pp. :i47, :un. 

• Bib. Researches, Vol. VII., i>. 350. 
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around this singular source is boggy, choked with bushes, and difficult 
of access. The united volume of both these springs is certainly equal 
if not superior, to that of tho Burntis sources. My Arabs gave the 
naino of Ed Dun ^\d\ to tho stream formed by the springs of Tel 
ol Kadhf; and pointed out to mo, about thrco miles S. by W. from tho 
mound, the point of its junction with tho Biiniris stream iwUjU!! ^J 5 
with which it falls into tho HCileh lake, nearer its eastern than its 
western angle. Burckhardt heard that tho ancient naino of tho springs 
at Baniris was Ji'ir; and that thoso at Tel el Kitdlii were still called 
Dan; whenco ho infers tho name of the river produced by these two 
sources, Jur-dau. Itohinson and Smith reasonably object' to this 
etymology, which goes back at loast to the time of Jerome, that tho 
liamo Jordan is merely tho Greek form (lo/i&i'i'i/v), for tho Hebrew 
]yv Jarden, which has no relation to the namo Dan; and that tho 
naino Jordan was applied to tho river in tho timo of Abraham, at 
least five centuries before the namo Dan was given to tho city at its 
source, which was originally called Laislt. 

Among tho Arabs of tho present day the name Jordan docs not 
exist; though Abulfcda, and some other early writers, mention this 
sacred river as El Urdun. It is universally called Esh SherPah 
A*J.j*lb\ Oko Watering-place). El Kebir^jj^l (the Great) is added 
when they wish to distinguish it from tho SherPah el Mandhur, tho 
Ilioroniax of tho ancients, which joins it from tho cast, about two 
hours below tho lake of Tiberias. 



TlIB TIIIHl) 6OUK0H OF TUB JoHDAN — THE IIAsUBIYA lllVKIt, 

(Naiih Hasijuiya) bu^U- jj . 

This, tho most distant, and most considerable sourco of tho Jordan, 
has ontiroly escaped tho notice of ancient writers. At tho lowest 
point whero I crossed it, at tho bridge of El Ghujar, forty-three 
minutes walk, W. 5° N. from Tel cl Kiidhi, it formed a rapid, clear 
stroain, thirty pares broad, and from two to four feet deep, flowing in 
a great crcvasso in tho basalt basing the vulloy, seventy paces wide, 
with nearly perpendicular sides, from fifteen to sixty feet high, tho 
bottom of which was shaded with a thicket of oleander, willow, rasp- 
berry, and oriental sycamore. The bridge, of three arches, was strongly 
built of stone, sixty-fivo spaces long, and four paces broad. Two of tho 

1 liib. Res., III. 302. 
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(irclics were slightly pointed ; tlio third was round. A little above 
the bridge, the stream fulls over a lodge of basalt about two feet high. 
Higher up the valley, W. of Hiisbciya, it is still a considerable stream, 
sixteen paces broad, and a foot deep, clear and rapid. It is here crossed 
by a stone bridge of two arches (a third is perhaps concealed by the 
underwood), forty-five paces long and four paces broad. A littlo abovo 
the bridge, part of the stream is turned oft" by means of a largo stono 
dam, to turn a mill on the left bank, and to irrigate some gardens. I 
dismounted here, and proceeded on foot to tho sources, which wcro 
reached after twenty-five minutes walk, N. by E. from tho bridge. 
Above tho bridge, tho valley, Wtid't et Trim, narrows, and tho banks 
become steep and precipitous, consisting of limcstono cliffs, overlooked 
by the lofty mountains of Anti Libanus. N caring tho sources, tho 
water becomes scant, and tho bed encumbered by hugo precipitated 
blocks of limestone. It was evident that tho stream owed its supply of 
water not to one fountain-head alone, but to a number of springs 
rising in the bottom and sides of the ravine. Tho last springs to tho 
N.E., I found under a limcstono cl i 11* on tho right bank; they aro 
small and insignificant ; I followed up tho bed a inilo further to tho 
N.E., but it proved to bo nothing more than "tho dry, rocky chanuol 
of a winter torrent. 

Between the Hasboiyii bridgo, and that of El Qhujar, this stream 
receives a considerable tributary from tho mountains on its left or 
eastern bank. I crossed it en routo from Brinins to lliisbeiyii, ono 
hour ami eighteen minutes S. by W., below Husbciya, and fifty-eight 
minutes below tho village of 'Ain Jcrfa. It is a clear, rapid stream, 
ten paces broad and two feet deep, turns a mill, and is crossed by 
a bridgo of two arches. Near tho bridgo it receives a small rivulet 
from the right. The valley here is well cultivated, and sprinkled 
with poplars and oleanders: it is covered with a line, rich, reddish 
alluvium, resting on the ordinary limcstono of tho Anti Libanus. 

Still further down, botween the bridgo El Ghujar and tho lako 
Hiilch, the Hrisboiyri river is said by tho Arabs to bo joined by tho Zi'ik 
stream, tho sources of which I visited at tho westorn sido of tho 
valley, where tho Wadi ct Teim opens into tho basin of tho Hiilch. 
I crossed tho Zfik stream fifty minutes W. 22° N., from tho bridgo of 
El Ghujar over the Hasboiyii river. It is six paces wide, two feet 
deep, clear and rapid, and spanned by a stono bridgo, of ono pointed 
Arch. It flows in a pretty dell, coveted with oleandor, willow, and 
wild raspberry, over a coulee of basalt: the foundations of an old sito 
were traceable on the right, and remains of a Ghawrirnih village. 

Another rivulet, which' I crossed twenty-eight minutes to E. 30° S. 
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of tlie bridge of 151 Gluijar, us well as many other springs on the west 
of tho valley below Zuk, bursting up fron tho contact line of the 
basalt and limestone, are said by tho Arabs to join tho Hrisbciya 
river bofore it pours its' accumulated water into the Huleh lake. 

Whether tho united streams of Manias and Tel el Kadlii, and the 
Hosboiyri river, unite, or not, bofore reaching tho Huleh lake, is a 
geographical problem, which, I regret not having had tho opportunity 
of personally solving: but 1 was assured by the Ohawarnih Arabs of 
tho Huleh, that they only united in tho lake. Scotzen' indeed, on his 
map, makes the two run together near tho lake; but he only travelled 
along tho westorn side, and his map is here a mere copy, by another 
hand, from his rough sketch. Irby and Mangles attempted to go 
down from Biinins to the lake on tho cast of tho Jordan; but found 
tho region so full of marshes and numerous streams, that they were 
compelled to pass over to the western sido of the basin. Among all 
these "numerous streams," they speak only of crossing the Jordan 
itself, and say nothing of tho sizo or nature of the rest (Travels, 
p. 290). Berton, on his map, like Sccl/.eu, makes tho two main 
streams unite near the lako; but ho too only travelled along the west 
sido, and his map, notwithstanding the pretension of minute detail, 
has not tho stream from Mcrj 'Ayun, nor does it even distinguish tho 
two streams of Biinii'is and Tel el Kadlii. Tho stream and fountain of 
Hasboiyii appear to have been lirat recognised, or at least, distinctly 
noticed, as a source of tho Jordan, by l<"urcr von Haimcndoif, in a.d. 
15GG, in travelling from tho Mulch northwards through a part of the 
Wiidi ct Teini, and thenco to the Bakaa and Baalbek (p. 280, Numb. 
104G). Soet/.on was the next Frank traveller to visit and describe that 
region, and note the stream as a part of the Jordan {I. c, pp. 340 — 
344.) Then followed Burckhardt (pp. 32—43), Buckingham (I. c), 
llichardsou (Vol. II. p. 449. soq.), &c. &c. 



PouiiTn and Easckiinmost Souror of tup. Jordan — Si'itmos of" 

Esu Siior. 

A fourth) but minor tributary to the Jordan, not mentioned by the 
ancients, is found in tho springs of Esh Shor ,yjj\ , which lio 
about 2 \ miles E. by N. from tho Phiala lake. They form a rivulet 
a yard broad and a foot deep, which runs by the N. sido of the Phiala 
lako between it and Majdcl, increasod by several springs in its 

1 ftib. Res., III. 351 (Robinson and Smith). 
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course down tlio deep defilo of Wridi csh Sh6r; and passing closo to 
tlie S. of Bnnius by Wddi el Kid, joins tlio Bnnins river in tlio basin of 
the Huleh. 

This is evidontly tho rivulet seen by Irby and Mangles, 1 cast of 
the Phiala lake, and which they mention as having crossed by a 
causeway into Brinins. Burckhardt' also montions it under tho namo 
of Witdi Kid, immediately to tho S. of Bdniils. 

This stream, I was assured by tlio Arabs, novor dries up. I saw 
it in tho month of May, wlion no rain had fallon for many days; it 
was then six yards broad, and two foot deep, clear and rapid. 

Tho "causeway" of Irby and Mangles, and tho "bridgo" of Burclc- 
bardt, by which it is crossed at Bnnins, is in reality a massive stono 
bridge, the lowness of tho parapet of which, no doubt, induced tho 
former travellers to give it the name of a causoway. In tho parapet 
aro seen fragments of ancient sarcophagi of whito marble, with 
wreaths and other sepulchral doviccs, in bas-relief. Tho bridgo is of 
a single very slightly pointed arch. 

Lake op the Meuj el Man, \\ _ \\ <&j . 

Having been informed by tho Arabs of a small litko on Mount Mention 
(Jcbel Sheikh), tho waters of which, they said, flowed to tho Ilrisbciyri 
river, I went in search of it from Brinins; and succeeded in reaching it 
after a steep ascent of two hours fifty-seven minutes, E. 10°N. front 
Brin iris; I found, however, that the overflow, only during tho winter 
season, went to increase tho waters of tho Jordan. The following aro 
the particulars of tlio route. 

The ascent commences over tho basalt rocks, from tho S. or loft 
bank of Wddi el Kid. At half an hour tho basalt was succeeded by tho 
ordinary marine limcstono of tho Anti Libanus, which continues fnrther 
up to tlio lake; and thence, probably, to tho highest peak of Hcrmoii. 
At lifty-fivo minutes from Briniris, passed a spring, and seventeen 
minutes afterwards another spring, both running westerly. Two 
minutes beyond tho last spring, passed a wall (tomb of a Maliomcdan 
saint), and a fine clump of tho Surdiyan oak (Qiiercut ilex); and four 
minutes afterwards crossed tho small rivulot of Jabcitri, running 
westerly. In twenty-four minutes from tho rivulot, arrived at tho 
village of Jabcitri Loo^ > mul thenco ascended tho steep and stony 
valley of Wridi Saab »_--*-> ^ja\j, with craggy and well-wooded sides. 

1 Travels, j.p. 200-289. * Burclilmrdt, p. 40. 
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Reached tlio summit in tliirty-five minutes. Tltcncc, over undulating, 
well wooded ground, to the lake, forty minutes. 

It is situated in the midst of a small elliptic plain, which forms 
tho flat bottom of a basin, girt in by a wall of limestouo rocks, wooded 
in the most picturesque manner, with the Mellul oak and other trees. 
The surface of this beautiful isolated spot was covered with a carpet of 
green turf. At the N.E. extremity rose the highest peak of Hennon, 
in solitary grandeur — the lids el Jebel Z<rka of the Arabs — serene in 
tho clear blue vault of heaven, and radiant with a hundred glaciers. 

Tho lake is a shallow circular pond, 252 paces in circumference 
and owes its supply of water to winter ruins, and tho thawing of the 
snows and glaciers of this elevated region. It is fringed by a circle of 
stones, like some moraine lakes: and is said to overflow during the 
winter. Tho surplus wntor finds an outlet at the S.W. extremity of 
tho basin, and flows down Wiidi el Assal to Wiidi et Teim and the 
basin of tho Huleh. 

The plain of the lake is about 000 paces long by 140 broad. Tho 
lake Huleh is visible from the rocks which form its sides; and bears 
(thoN.W. anglo)S. 40° W. 

I observed a vast number of bees gathering bone}' from the petals 
of a bright yellow (lower, which literally perfumed tlio air, and whoso 
leaves were glittering with the dew-drops of Ilcrmon. A few Druso 
shepherd boys were watering their flocks at the lake. 

I returned to Dailies by a dillercnt route, deseudiug Mount 
Ilcrmon, by the ruins of Ansubi, to Majdcl, and thence by tho sources 
of Esh Slifir — the ruins of Khirbct Maiu'is — the Phiala lake, and \V;'idi 
Ilaushcbi, to Bun iris. 

Course of the Jordan. — The hike Huleh, identical with tho waters 
of Merom of Scripture and the lako Scmcchoiiiti.s of Josephus, serves 
as a reservoir to collect the waters of the heads of the Jordan just 
described. This lako lies in the valley of the Jordan, about seven 
miles S. from tho springs of Tel el Kridhi, and about twenty S. by XV. 
from tho farthest source of Hrisbciyii. It is somewhat pear shaped, 
tapering off to the outlet on tho south. It is about 3«] miles Ion" 
from N. toS., and about two miles in average width, increasing in the 
rainy season. Its shape is caused by the mountains on both sides 
closing in towards its extremity. It lies closer to tho eastern than to 
the western mountains, between the foot of which and the lake is 

an arablo district (Ardh el Khait kxi" ^A .!), occupied by the Gha- 
warnih Arabs, who also possess the marshy district called Ardh el 
Huleh <t]X\ 1/9 ii» which oxtenda from tho N. margin of the lako to 
vol. xiv. C 
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the vicinity of Tel el Kadhi. Near tho lake this marshy district is 
covered with reeds, and according to tho Arabs, quito impassable. 
Higher tip it passes into fine pasture and endurable laud. The rico 
grounds of tho western tract, independently of tho springs of 'Aiu 
Meilnhah, at tho N.W. angle of the lake, aro irrigated by a canal 
branching oft' from tho Hrisbciya river below the bridge of El Ghujar. 
Tho tract above tho spring is called El Mollnhah ^J^l, a name, as 
Robinson and Smith observe, 1 wrongly extended by Burckhardt, to tho 
wholo S.W*. coast of tho lake, which tho same usually correct traveller 
incorrectly states as being covered by a salino crust. It is quito 
possible that the spring, judging by its mime, may bo impregnated by 
salt; and may leavo, in evaporation, a coating of salt in its imme- 
diate vicinity. The Huleh is sometimes called by tho Ghawainili 
Arabs, "the lake of El Melhihah," or El Khait: hence tho mistako of 
William of Tyre: "circa Incuni Mcleha" (xviii. 13).' 

The road from Tiberias to Diiniiis and Hiisbeiyu, passes through El 
Khait, on the western shore; but I am not awnro that there is any 
practicable road, except in tho driest seasons, along tho morassy 
eastern side, between the lako and tho mountains. 

The waters of the lake arc not considered wholesome by tho 
Arabs: in and just after tho rains, they spread to the distance of more 
than a milo over tho marshy districts on the N. and aro said to extend 
close to the base of the eastern mountains. The soundings of this 
lake, of Tiberias, and of the Dead Sea, aro desiderata. 

The course of tho Jordan from the Huleh lake to that of Tiberias, 
is about S. 5° E., and shut in on each sido by mountains. It issues 
from tho southern extremity of tho Huleh lake, according to tho 
Arabs, in a rapid stream, about twenty paces wido, uufordablc; and 
after a courso of about nine miles direct, expands into tho lako of 
Tiberias, a lino sheet of water, 12 miles long by />£ broad, formed 
by the opening-out of the mountains on either sido. 

It enters this lako near its N.W. angle; and is described, a littlo 
above this point, by Robinson and Smith, 9 who saw it in Juno, as n 
sluggish fordablo stream, from sixty to seventy-five feet wido, turbid, 
but not clayey; winding between low alluvial banks, from which it 
washes off portions in one place to deposit them in another; so that 
tho channel would seem to be continually changing. About three 
miles N.E. from its entrance into tho lake, on the left bank, stands 
Et Tel, a mount taken by Pococko for tho remains of Bethsaida or 

' Dib. Res., III. 341, note. * Ibid., III. 341. 

8 Ibid., III., i)i).309,3]0, 311. 
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Julias. To tliis traveller alone wo are indebted for details of tlio 
Jordan, between the lakes lluleh and Tiberias. Ho describes the 
river, between tlio bridge of Jisr Bcnat Y'akiib and the lluleh, as 
passing between the hills over the rocks, witli a great noise; tho 
stream being almost concealed by shady trees, chiefly Platanus. At 
its entrance into tho lake Tiberias, it has formed a sand-bank, run- 
ning out from tlio eastern shore before its mouth, towards the S.W., 
guiding in that direction the waters of the river. Tho story related 
by Dr. Clarke of the waters of the Jordan passing on without mingling 
with thoso of the lake, has long been exploded. Tho outlet is near 
tho S.W. end of the lake, whore tho mountains on each side, again 
approaching, wall in the valley, here about -\\ miles wido. Hence to 
the Dead Sea tho valley has tho name of El Ghor. Between the 
lakes lli'iloh and Tiberias tho west side is called Ardh Ks Seifereb, 

Tho great oval basin of Tiberias, iucompasscd in with a wall of 
lofty mural mountains, is one of the most magnificent features of this 
sacred river, to bo excelled only by tho sterner and peculiarly signi- 
ficant scenery around the abyss of tlio Dead Sea. The lake, as in 
scriptural times, is still celebrated for the abundance and fineness of its 
fish. The water is usually delightfully clear and pleasant to drink. 

Tho Jordan issues from tho lake of Tiberias, nearer to the S.W. 
than tho opposito angle. From tho crest of the eastern mountains 
near Kcfr Kachib, I had a superb viow of its entire course, from tho 
luko to tho Bead Sea ; and subsequently visited the ford below Beisiin ; 
those near Jericho; its ciigulfincnt in tho Dead Sea ; and crossed it at 
tho MoJHiniah bridge below Tiberias. 

At first tho stream hugs the western mountains for about ten 
miles — course serpentine, almost winding. It then flows near the 
centre of the valley, and turns to the cast side until it arrives opposite 
Kcfr Inji in Jebel 'Ajlfin, when it again turns to the west side till 
fivo miles N. from Jericho, when it bends easterly, and enters the 
Dead Sea near the N.Iil. corner. 

The general direction of the course of the Jordan, from its farthest 
source- at litisbeiyii to the Dead Sea, is south, with one or two degrees 
west. Abovo tho lake of Tiberias, where the descent of the bed is 
rapid, tho course is almost straight ; but below this to the Dead Sea, 
the courso is more generally serpentine than winding, but occasionally 
straight. 

Length of the Jordan. — The direct length of tho river from tho 
sourco of Miisbeiyii to tho Dead Sea is about 102 geographical miles : a 
distance which, including tho windings, will uot be far from that 

C 2 
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given as its length by Strabo, viz. 1/50 miles. Its termination in the 
Dead Sea is marked, ns at its entrance in tlio lake of Tiberias, by a 
sandbank of some extent projecting from tho east bank and guiding 
the stream south-westerly. Here, in the month of March, it presented 
a butt'-colourcd, turbid stream, eighty feet broad, uufordable, sluggish, 
and flowing in low* mud banks, covered with canes and rcod.s. 

Afffutnts. — The only affluents of any noto aro tho Shcri'ah el 
Mandhur, and the Zerkii. Tho former river, which is the Hieromax 
of the ancients, joins the Jordan further cast, in tho Ghor, about four 
miles below tho lake of Tiberias. Tliiastromn brings down the drain- 
age of the Hainan, and tho mountainous districts of Jnlrin and Batha- 
niya, tho ancient Gaulonites and Basan ; and in February prcsonted 
a muddy, ra]iid stream, nearly equnl in volume to tho Jordan itself. 

The Zerkii, tho ancient Jabbok, also joins tho Jordan from tho 
east below the side valley of 'Ajllin, about thirty miles north from 
the Dead Sea, draining the mountains of Gilcad and Gcrasa. 

Bridges an-/ Fords. — Besides tho bridges north of the Hulcli lake, 
are those of Demit Y'likiib, 2\ miles south of the Ht'ilch hike, on tho 
road from Jerusalem, via Tiberias to Damascus by Kancitarah, at an 
old ford whero Jacob is supposed to have crossed tho Jordan on his 
return from Mesopotamia. The architecture of tho bridge, as well as 
of the old khan on the eastern side, is Saracenic. Tho bridgo is of 
basalt, sixty paces long by about sixteen feet in breadth, and con- 
sists of four pointed arches. 1 This passage of tho Jordan was a post 
of great importance from the earliest ages down to tho crusades, and 
even to the present timo. About a mile below the bridge on the W. 
bank are the remains of a castle built by Baldwin IV., a.d. 1178, to 
guard the ford. 

The bridge of Mejamich crosses the Jordan about six miles below tho 
lake of Tiberias and about two miles below tho junction of the Hiero- 
max, on the road from Jerusalem and St. Jean d'Acro by Bcisan (tho 
ancient Bcthsheau and Scythopolis) anil Nuwii to Damascus. This 
bridge is of stone, fifty paces long, and consists of one largo central arch 
slightly pointed, and three small lateral arches, ouo on tho west side of 
the large arch, and two on tho cast, with six apertures over tho arches 
as safety-valves against extraordinary floods. On tho west bank is a 
large old khan, now in ruins and deserted. Tho Jordan was (February) 
here thirty paces broad, red, muddy, rapid, and uufordable. Itscourso 
abovo the bridge is winding, and divided by two islets into threo 
streams. Below tho bridgo, it rolls over a ledge of basalt about 

' BnrcUhnrdt, p. 310. 
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1| foet high. Thu western hills come down to the right bank, which 
like the bed is of black basalt. In the bed lay rolled pebbles of 
limestone, chert, and basalt. A few hundred yards below the lake 
of Tiberias, Irby and Mangles describe a ford near the ruins of a Roman 
bridge of ten arches (pp. 296, 301). This bridge was doubtless on 
the route from Tiberias and TariehiEa, to Gadara and the Decapolis. 

About nino miles lower down is the ford near Boisan, crossed by 
Burckhardt, Irby and Mangles, and Bankcs. Here, on the 12th March, 
Irby and Mangles found the breadth of the river 140 feet; stream 
swift, and above the horses' bellies. They crossed at a lower ford in 
tho same month, but wcro compelled to swim their horses : current 
very rapid. Mr. Bankcs, when ho crossed it in January, found tho 
stream easily fordablo, flowing over a bod of pobblcs. Burckhardt, 
in July, found tho upper ford only throe feet deep. 

In February, I descended from Kharhi, in the eastern mountains of 
'Ajliin, to a ford usually practicable, between that place and Nabalus, 
but it was then quite unfordable and running with great rapidity. 
Lower down, opposite Jericho, and still below, near St. John's, where 
tho pilgrims bathe, I found it in April still unfordable; though in 
summer it is easily crossed at several places in this vicinity. Between 
this and the Dead Sea is another ford called El Hclu. 

Inclination of bed. — No satisfactory observations have hitherto 
been made on this point. TI10.sc of MM. Schubert and Bcrton, which 
give at least the enormous difference of 500 feet in a distance of about 
2| miles, between tho Mulch lake and the bridge of Mount Y'akiib, 
without tho existence of any intervening cataract, can hardly be relied 
on. The level of the Dead Sea has been carefully and correctly taken 
by Lieutenant Symonds of tho Royal Navy. 

Navigation. — Not a boat is to bo found on the Jordan, Dead Sea, 
or tho Hi'iloh lake; and on the Tiberias lake, tho sea of Galilee, which 
seems to havo been well supplied with vessels in tho time of our Saviour, 
I found only ono little fishing-boat. I had purposed attempting to float 
down to tho Dead Sea in this boat ; but its shattered condition would 
not admit of such an experiment. I heard of no cataracts, or other 
insuporablo obstacles; but, considering the habits of tho Arabs, tho 
number of camels and other beasts of burden they possess, tho scarcity 
of timber, tho existence of numerous fords, and tho dilliculty of getting 
np the stream, it is probablo that the Jordan, from tho earliest time, 
lias never been regularly navigated. 

Periodical inundation. — It has been erroneously supposed that 
tho Jordan, lilto tho Nile and other rivers that have their sources or 
course within tho tropics, is subject to a regular periodical increase 



22 



THE JORDAN AND ITS SOUltCHS. 



aud dcflux, and floods not only tho lowor ancient channel flanking its 
present banks, but also a considerable portion of tho Ghor itself. But 
a moment's reflection on the extra-tropical situation of this river, and 
tho shortness of its course, is sufliciont to annihilate this theory. From 
■what has already been observed regarding tho stnto of its principal 
fords, wo know that during tho winter and spring rains, tho river is 
usually fuller thau during tho summer months: and even after tho 
spring rains liavo ceased, from about March to April, tho supply of 
water is partially kept up for some weeks by tho increased action of 
the springs, which then begins to operate, tho draining of tho lakes, 
and by tho melting of the snows on Hormon aud Lebanon. When 
tho Israelites passed over Jordan in tho time of Joshua, wo aro told, 
(Joshua iii. 15) that " Tho feet of the priests that baro tho ark wcro 
dipped in the brim of tho water, for Jordan ovorflowoth all his bank 
nil tho time of tho harvest." And again (I Chronicles xii. J/5), in tho 
account of the forces which joiued David at Hebron : " These aro they 
that woutover Jordan in tho first month, when it had overflown all his 
banks." 

Messrs Robinson and Smith are of opinion that tho original Hebrew 
of these passages expresses nothing moro than that tho Jordan " was 
full (or filled) up to all its banks," moaning tho banks of its channel ; 
it ran with full banks, or was brimful; tho same sonso boing given by 
tho Scptuagint and Vulgate." 1 

The real difficulty, however, docs not consist in tho dificronco of 
the translation, but in tho determination of what aro really tho banks 
of tho Jordan as meant by Scripture Tho actual present channel of 
tho Jordan is generally from twenty to forty yards wido, hollowed 
down tho centre, or at tho aides of another extensive channel which is 
generally from 1500 to 1000 yards wido, and excavated in tho allu- 
vial soil which covers tho greater valley of tho Ghor. Tho following 
diagram (exaggerated) will form au idea of tho bed of tho Jordau aud 
its banks. 




I 

-\ssx 



B 

±sJ~ 




A. 
B.B. 



Present clmimcl of the Jordan. 
Former extensive clmimcl. 



CO. Cliffs forming sides of El Ghor. 
D.P. Alluvium covering bottom of El 
Ghor. 



1 Bib. lies., II. 202. 
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Now, if tlio sides of the channel A, be tho banks of the Jordan 
intended by scripture, I have literally scon them overflowing in tho 
first month of the early Syrian harvest, which, then as now, falls 
usually about the end of April. Tho overflow is only partial and 
occasional, and never fills tho wider channel, BB, but occurs where 
tho banks of A are lowest. The banks of B 1$, aro usually sloping, and 
from eight to sixty feet high. Messrs. Hobiuson and Smith 1 state that 
thoro is no evidenco of the inundations having ever extended further 
than this; but in crossing tho Ghor from Taibi, south of tho Hioromax, 
to tho bridge of Mejamiah below the lake of Tiberias, I found tho 
wholo of its surface, as represented in tho diagram at DD, covered with 
a rich, nearly black alluvium, resembling that of the Nile ; treeless, but 
clothed with a carpet of sweet-scented flowers, and tho richest pasture. 
I have littlo doubt of this soil being the result of aqueous deposition, 
but considerable oscillations and alterations must havo subsequently 
taken placo in the relative levels of the Ghor: even supposing the lake 
Tiborins to havo onco extended so far south. Near Jericho, above tho 
withering influence of tho Dead Sea and its saline springs, the soil 
covering tho Ghor is of the saino nature, but more mingled with sand. 

With regard to the formation of tho inner valley, or ancient chan- 
nol, BB, I conceive it to havo taken place during tho alteration of tho 
level of tho Ghor to its present state, and hollowed out by the waters 
escaping from tho Tiberias lako to tho Dead Sea in consequence of tho 
gradual sinking of tho basaltic barrier which had caused them to 
accumulate to a higher lovol than at the present day. 

The valley of tho Ghor, CC, which is a vast longitudinal crcvasso 
in calcareous and volcanic rocks, extending from the southern root of 
Libanus and Anti Libanus, noarly south, to tho gulf of Akaba, from 
1000 to 2000 foot deep — and from one to eight miles broad, appears 
to havo been caused by tho forcible rending and falling-in of tho 
aqueous strata, resulting from tho eruption and elevation of tho basalt 
which bases it almost from its commencement to tho Dead Sea. On 
tho western shoro of tho Dead Sea the limestono strata plunge down 
towards tho water at an angle of 40°. Watery erosion or abrasion 
can have had littlo influenco in the excavation of this most rcmarkablo 
crovasso. 

Tho great alterations in the surface of the Ghor commenced anterior 
to tho historic period ; and terminated, probably, in the catastrophe of 
Sodom. The Jordan of tho days of Joshua remains unchanged, except 
somo trifling alterations in its course, to the present hour, and was 

' Bib. Kca., II. 2C3. 
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then, as now, fortiori even when at full; for we hoar of no mention of 
boats or bridges in tlio different passages of the Israelites. The vene- 
rable trees and thick bushes which now often occupy the wirier chan- 
nel BB, show clearly that a considerable period has clupseri since the 
Jordan tilled it as a current; and there is every reason to believe that 
this old channel has undergone but littlo alteration since the time of 
the prophets, when, ns now, it was subject to partial inundation. The 
Jordan, though generally fullest from December to May, and lowest 
in September, is subject to sudden rises from violent ami sudden rains 
in the mountains around its sources, in somo measure controlled by the 
lakes Iluleh ami Tiberias, which, as justly observed by Robinson 
and Smith, may be compared to great regulators, ami act like the 
great lakes of America, which prevent the sudden rise and overllow of 
the great streams connected with them. Tlio lakes of tlio Jordan, 
however, have no influenco in diminishing the suddenness of its rise, 
resulting from the rains which fall in the Human ami tlio eastern 
mountains south of Tiberias; tlio drainage of which is conveyed to 
the Jordan below these lakes, by its two greatest tributaries — the Hioro- 
max and Jabbok; ami in consequence of which the passage of the liver, 
below the embouchures of these two ulllucnts, is always uncertain nntl 
d.iugoroiis, especially for troops. Scarcely a year passes without 
several victims being carried oil' by the rapidity of tlio current. 

In observing the remarkable richness of the soil in the Ghor near 
Jericho, the britlgo of Mojiiitiiuh, and opposite Niibalus tlio observer is 
astonished to (iutl that tlio valley of tlio Jordan litis been from an 
early period an almost unproductive desert. Barren, saline, rocky, 
and sandy spots occur in it ; but on tlio whole, it is far more fertile by 
nature, and better supplied with water, than the table-lands which 
overlook it. The curse which rests upon it, seems to dato with tlio 
destruction of Sodom ; for, beforo that event, wo aro told that when 
Abraham and Lot divided the land at their encampment between 
Bethel and Hai, (Genesis xiii. 3, 10 — 12), " Lot lifted up his eyes, auri 
beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere 
before the Lord destroyod Sodom and Gomorrah, even as tlio garden 
of the Lord, like tho land of Egypt, as thou contest unto Zoar. Then 
Lot chose him nil tho plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east, and 
they separated themselves tho one from tho other. A bram dwelled 
in the laud of Canaan, and Lot dwelled iu tho cities of the plain, and 
pitched his tent toward Sodom." 

It seems to mo highly probablo that the ancient occupation, by tho 
predatory sons of Ishmacl, of tlio Ghor, ns n fertile pasture land, has 
operated from the time of Abraham up to the present day, iu pre- 
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venting cultivation, and its being inhabited by a more settled and 
industrious people. 

The excessive heat and insalubrity, complained of by Josepbus, have 
also contributed to its loneliness. It is, however, in general, well 
supplied with water; and the great inclination of its surfaco, although 
tho bed of the Jordan is low, renders it at all times easy to throw off 
the waters of the river for the irrigation of tracts on its banks. 

Temperature and character of water. — Tho temperature of tho 
waters of tho Jordan must differ at various seasons. In February, 
below tho lako of Tiberias, it was 60° Fahr.; temperature of air in 
shade 68°. Tho water is soft and pleasant to the taste, and contains a 
small quantity of lime. 

Present Inhabitants of the banks of the Jordan. — Besides tho 
unsettled Bedouins, the present inhabitants of tho Ghor, and tho valley 
of the Jordan up to Tel cl Kiidbi, aro a mongrel, miserable, sickly- 
looking race of Arabs called Ghawdrnih <U.Li (of tho Ghor), who 
dwell in moveable huts made of reeds (Beit Shahr). About twenty 
or thirty families live at llihii (Jericho). Tho rest are scattered 
upon tho banks, and are most numerous between the Tiberias and 
Huleh lakes. They occupy almost exclusively tho district around 
tho Huleh lako called El Khait, before described, and the Ardh el 
Huleh— the marshy tract north of tho Huleh lake. They live chiefly 
by tho sale of their clarified butter, produce of tho cows and buffaloes 
which they pasture in these marshy districts, and by the sale of reeds, 
water melons, canes, charcoal, and lirowood cut on the mountainous 
sides of the Ghor. They subsist chiefly on fish caught in tho river and 
lakes, and on dhurra and rice which they cultivate principally in El 
Khait, and around Jericho. They aro despised and oppressed both by 
tho regular Fclliihin and Bedouin Arabs of tho Uolkn, Beni Sakr, and 
other tribes which periodically descend to the Ghor between Tiberias 
and tho Dead Sea for pasture. In stature and physiognomy they 
resemble tho Arab of tho desert more than tho Fellah. The women 
wear tho bluo dress, ornaments, and tattoo tho lip and chin like tho 
Bedouins. The following is a list given mo by one of their chiefs, of 
tho Ghawi'irnih villages around tho Huleh lake, with tho names of tho 
present Sheikhs. Tho district of El Huleh is ono of tho seventeen 
Mukutas under the Pashalik of Damascus. Tho population is roughly 
calculated at 2000 souls. 



Villages. 




Sheikhs. 


Ez Zawiych 


<V.4U" • 


. Zamil. 


Salahiyeh . 


•U^-Jus . 


. Hassan ed Dib. 
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Villng 


es. 


Sliciklis. 


Nnami . 




. Ahmed Sali. 


El 'Amtzi . 


. Klmlil Zawi. 


Kiltiych . 


lUiui • 


. Ahmed Ismail. 


Khi'ilaeh 


iLalUi- 


. lea Ibrahim. 


Zuk . . 


OV ' 


. Hassan Mahomed. 


Sambtiriycli . 


"UjUAxJ • 


. Jt'ima Zennat. 


Luksiis . 


,jaUa«J 


. Mustafa Ahmed. 


Mausuroh . 


tjynX,* ' 


. Bcshir Sclim. 


Difneh . . . 


<U«l) • 


. Dcshir Sclim. 


'Azaziynt . 


i\ij\js. ' 


. Sheikh Ali. 


Dawarii 


"\j\y> • 


. Mahomed el Hassan 


Khrin 'Ais . 


i/j* m^ 5 - • 


. Hussain Ahmed. 


Kharbili 


<U^i- • 


. Not known. 



The Fellah villages of El Mughar, Purnni, El Kulaah, El Wukas,aiid 
EUaunoh, belong to El Khait in tho Pashalik of Saida, also Mcllnhah, a 
Ghawitrnih village in the samo district. Tho higher country around 
the sources of tlio Jordan at Dnnias forms ascparato district called the 
Ardh el Manias ivuUjUH {joX '« tn0 Mukritaof Hitsboiyri, also within 
the Pashalik of Damascus; Hrisboiya and Biinios am immediately under 
the government of tho Emir Saadin, who resides at Hdsboiyri. Tho 
population of Ardh el Baniiis is composed of Mussulman fellahs, Drusos, 
Grock and Catholic Christians, and a few Nosairis and Mctawalis. 

The following list, which I obtained at Diinias, corresponds nearly 
with that given by Mr. Smith. 

Villages. Population. 

(Fellah and Metawali — a few Greeks, 
I Druses, and Nosairis. 
Fellah and Greek. 

Nosairi. 



Baniiis . 


^wUib 


Jabcita 


Uujtf>- 


'Ain Fit . 


Li-JJ ij\C 


Zanra . 


\>yo 


El Ghujar . 


.. V 


'Ain Kanyat 


<Uuu [ ^Ss- 


El Majdcl . 


J^vjJl 



Druse, Greeks, and Maronitcs. 
Druso and Greek. 
> Bib. Res, III. 13G; Appendix II. 
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Ancient Towns on the banks of the Jordan. — Between the Dead 
Sea and Tiberius, the sites of Jericho, Gilgal, Botli-Hogluli, Both-Xini- 
rah, Aiuathus, Succoth, and Butlishcan or Scythopolis, are recognised 
in tlio present Rilui, in somo foundations between llilui and Kasr 
Hajhi, in 'Ain-Hajlii, Nimrin, Aniuta, Sukhot, and Bcistin ; Tariclnea 
in a mound and foundation west of tlio outlet of the Jordan from tlio 
lake of Tiberias ; and Tiberias in the present Tabariyah. Tel Hum, a 
mound on tlio westorn shores of tlio lake, is said, with great uncer- 
tainty, to mark the sito of Capernaum upbraided by our Saviour. 
Bethsaida or Julias exists only in a mound on tlio cast bank of the 
Jordan, noar its entrance into tlio lako; whilo Choraziu, equally 
donounccd, is no longer to bo traced. Kcdcsh of Naphtali, a city of 
tho Lovitcs and of refuge, is found in Kcdcs lujjj , a littlo to the N.W. 
of tho Hiilch lake. Golan, tho city of refuge in Manassch, is perhaps 
to bo found in Jolan on the S.E. of tho Hiilch lake, while the sito of 
Dan, which wo are told by Eusobius, is four miles distant from Punias 
(Biiniiis) on tho road to Tyro, corresponds exactly with the sources of 
Tel el Kddhi, still called Ed Dan J\^\ . 

Tho present town of Biiniiis, forty-five minutes E. 10° S. fromT el 
cl Kadhi, is tho ancient Pumas, afterwards Cscsarea Philippi, founded 
by Philip the Tetrarch of Trachouilis. Tho inscription found here by 
Burckhardt, already mentioned, proves that tho worship of Pan was 
carried on in this wooded spot: henco the name Panias. It seems 
highly probable that Biinins was tho Baal-gad of Joshua, (chap, xiii., 5), 
which stood under Mount Hcrmon at tho southern extremity of Mount 
Lebanon, as the entrance into Hamath marked the northern termination 
of this celebrated rango. It is not unlikely that the statues of tho god Pan 
succeeded tho idols of Baal in this high placo of Canaanitish abomination. 
By somo, this sylvan god of tho Greeks aud Romans is considered 
idontical with tho Baal Poor of tho ancient Syrians. At Dan, was 
erected ono of tho golden calves of Jeroboam; and the remains of this 
idolatrous worship, which prevailed 60 greatly over the whole of tho 
northern districts of Palcstino, may be traced to this day in. tho secret 
rites of tho Nosairi and Druso sects, in tho vicinity. 

The castlo of Biiniiis, the Kal'at es Subcibch of the Crusades, was 
visited by Burckhardt, who was unablo to discover any inscriptions 
thoro, though ho had been informed that soveral existed both in Arabic 
and in tho Frank language. My own search after tho latter also 
proved fruitless, but I found two or three Arabio inscriptions with tho 
name of Saladin's son, " Sultau ol Molek cd Dhahir." Near the N.W. 
gate wero the following : — 
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The name of Berber occurs also on a fragment of inarblo in the 
interior. On tho S.E. angle is a square stono with an inscription 
bearing the date a.ii. 025. The architecture is partly Saracenic, and 
partly after the stylo of the Crusaders. Tho castlo is exceedingly 
strong by position : it stands about an hour E. 13° N. from the town 
of Brinias, on a mountain mass of limestone upwards of 1000 feet 
high; insulated on three sides by ravines and the valley of tho Jordan, 
into which it projects promontory-like from still loftier mountains to 
the cast. The only approach is by a steep path from the N.W., 
almost choked up by bushes, among which may be seen traces of an 
ancient causeway leading along tho back of a sharp spur with deep 
ravines on each side, to the entranco which faces tho west. Tho walls 
(ten feet thick) of the fort encompass the irregularly shaped plateau on 
the top of the rock, which is about 470 paces long from E. to W. and 
varying from 53 to J 00 paces broad at tho west or broadest end. 
Towards tho eastern extremity of the inclosurc, tho rock rises and is 
crowned by a citadel, separated by awall and fosse thrown across this ond 
of the enceinte, about sixty paces square The walls of the enceinte and 
citadel are flanked by towers, square and round, of rustic masonry, and 
springing from pyramidal bases on tho south side, which is precipitous, 
and has no fosse ; the walls are double. On the other sides a rock-cut 
fosse protects tho enceinte. A drawbridgo appears to havo crossod tho 
fosse to the entrance at the N.W. angle, which was defended by a 
portcullis, the groove for which still remains. On the right of the 
tower, near the gate, is a turret, from which descends a channel in tho 
masonry, apparently for the purposo of drawing up letters, &c, without 
opening the gates to admit tho bearer. Near this is a subterraneous 
passago to the dungeons beneath tho castlo. 

In front of tho gate, outsido the fosso, extends a fine terraco of 
masonry, beneath which aro large cisterns for collecting rain-water. 
The interior of tho castle is a mass of ruins, covering dungeons and 
cisterns. Tho doorway of the portal is a pointed arch of bevelled 
rustic, as at Tortosa. Tho fortifications woro repaired and rebuilt by 
Baldwin III. 

Hence is a magnificent view of tho Semcchonitis lake, the stern 
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acclivities of Mount Ilermon, and of tlie mountains and table-land 
west of tho lake, northward up to the steeps of Sunnin. 

Hearings taken from tho Castle of Rttnias. 
Castle of Shakif .... 
N.W. anglo of Somechonitis lake 
'Ain Fit, (apparent distance 3 miles) 
Zoirah, ( „ „ 4 miles ) 
Jaheitii S. 30 D E. 

According to Abnlfcda, this casllo was made over with the town, 
by its Motawali chiof, to the Christian knight, llayner Brus, about 
a.u. 1130. After several captures and recaptures by the Christians 
and Saracens, it was taken finally by the celebrated Nnrcddin from 
tho Knights Hospitallers during tho absence of the Constable Honfroy, 
A.I). 110.1. Tho Crusaders besieged it several times subsequently, 
but without success. A little south of tho town below, arc the remains 
of another castle in a state of much greater dilapidation, with the date 
of a. ii. 007. Near it is a small lake or pond, formed chiefly by rain- 
water, called, like tho lake Phiala, Dirkct er Hiim, about 300 paces in 
circumference. An old wall, apparently of Roman masonry, composed 
of small and large hewn stones, in alternate layers, runs westerly down 
to tho delilo from this vicinity: it formed evidently, part of the enceinto 
of tho old city. A little west of tbo present village arc many remains 
of foundations, walls, &c, and Roman sculpture. In the bridge are 
soveral fragments of marble sarcophagi; and in the rocks, above tho 
foundation of tho templo to Augustus, in ascending to tho Wall, I 
found two or three rock-cut sovoi. I searched in vain for the remains 
of tho theatro in which Titus, after the fall of Jerusalem, gratified the 
ferocity of tho inhabitants by gladiatorial cxibitions in which the cap- 
tive Jews wcro turned into tho arena to fight against wild beasts. 
Vespasian visited Cicsarca Philippi; and it was on its coasts that 
Christ uttered the memorable words (Matthew xvi. 18): "And I say 
also unto thee, that thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and tho gates of hell shall not prevail against it," <kc. Ciesa- 
rea Philippi, three centuries afterwards, became a bishopric under the 
Patriarch of Antioch, and subsequently resumed its original name of 
Panias. Tho woman healed by Christ of an issue of blood is said to 
have been of this city. 

It now consists of only 140 families, chiefly Mussulmans, Mctawalis, 
and Greek Christians, with a fow Druses, and Nosairis. A few copper 
coins of Adrian were here brought to me, and one of Nero, in whoso 
honour tho city was sometimes called Ncronias. Btinias, and the stir- 
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rounding country, appear to liavo boon included in tho portion of 
Kaplitali. Migdal, which was one of its fenced cities, is probably to 
be found in the village of Majdcl, fifty-eight minutes, (or about thrco 
miles) N. 10| E. from tho Phiala lake. At Majdcl itself are few 
remains, but at Anstibi, a deserted site twenty minutes higher up on 
the side of Mount Hcrinon N. by W., I found rock-cut cisterns, foun- 
dations, and parts of walls built of largo rougli-hown stones ; and in 
the vicinity a few rock-cut sepulchres. 

The 'A in Hazuri of the maps is probably tho I5u Razor of Naph- 
tali; mid Laura, tho Lcr, a fenced city of tho same tribe' Chinucreth 
bus also been recognized in Gcnncsarcth. 

The passage of the Israelites over Jordan. — Tho exact spot whore tho 
Israelites crossed tho Jordan into tho promised land, after theirfortyycars' 
wanderings and trials in tho desert, (typo of their present wanderings 
of nearly 1900 years), is matter of disputo: but doubtless it was right 
against Jericho in tho direction of Gilgal, already noticed, where Joshua 
pitched tho twelve stones which they took out of Jordan; and where 
he spake uuto the children of Israel, saying:* " Whon your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these 
stones ? Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel caino 
over this Jordan on dry land. For tho Lord your God dried up tho 
waters of Jordan from before you, until yo were passed over, as tho 
Lord your God did to tho Red Sea, which ho dried up from before us 
until wo wcro gone over. That all tho pcoplo of tho earth might 
know tho hand of the Lord your God for over." Tho sites of tho city 
Adam, and of Zarotan, " very far from which," tho waters of tho 
Jordan, " which camo down from above, stood and roso up upon an 
heap, and those that camo down toward tho sea of tho plain, oven tho 
Salt Sea, [tho Dead Sea] failed and wcro cut off,"' are still matters of 
conjecture. 

Tho twelvo stones aro said to exist, but I had not an opportunity 
of ascertaining the correctness of the monkish tradition. It is certain 
that a church was erected, and twelvo stones sot up at tho supposed 
eito of Gilgal by tho early Christians, which wcro mentioned by 
Rudolph do Suchcin so lato as tho fourteenth century. 4 1 visited tho 
silo: it is 4^ miles W. of tho Jordan, between it and Jericho. Nothing 
but the foundations of a church, and probably a convent, now remain. 
The 6itc of Dcthabara could not have been far distant. 

The whole of this interesting part of tho Jordan and its valley is 
overlooked on tho west by the craggy limestone dill's of Mount 

1 Joslma xix. 38, 37, 30. ' Ibid, iv. 21, 22, 23, 24. . 

3 Ibid. iii. 10. 4 Robinson, 1Mb. Kcs., Vol. II. 207. 
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Quaniiitana, tlio presumed site of Christ's fasting and temptation. Tlio 
face of the prcoipico is covered with the grottoes and caves of tlio 
early Christian anchorites, who, in commemoration of Christ's fasting, 
made this desolate spot n placo of penance and retirement. A little 
lower down on the river is the supposed place of our Saviour's baptism 
by St. John, whence ho wns led up of the spirit into the wilderness to bo 
tempted by tlio Devil. The precise spot where the baptism took placo 
is doubtful : the Latin monks placo it opposite the convent of St. John 
the Baptist, erected in its commemoration, tlio Greek pilgrims a 
littlo lower down. 

Vegetation. — Whilo tlio upper part of the Jordan is shaded with 
plane, evergreen oak, oleander, and wild raspberry, tlio lower Ohor 
exhibits a climate and flora almost Egyptian. Around Jericho, wc 
find in abundance the thorny Zizyphw lotus, the Agnus castits, the 
gum-arabic-producing mimosa, tho tamarisk, and a variety of Egyp- 
tian broom and Salsolas : tho Solatium mclongena anil the A self pint 
gigantea. Tho fruit of tho last is generally thought to be "the apple of 
Sodom." It is about the size and colour of a smooth orange, but hollow 
insido, with the oxcoption of a small filamentous seed-pod. The fruit 
of tho Solatium, which is full of small dark seeds, lias been also taken 
for tho applo. Of the palm trees of Jericho, I observed but one soli- 
tary remnant. Its opobalsam and roses liavo vanished, though the 
Arabs still extract a balsamic oil from the Kleagmis angustifolius nuts, 
and tho monks sell a species of Thlaspi as the roso of Jericho ; absurdly 
supposed to aid parturition, as tlio fibres expand when placed in water. 
Tlio sugar-cano bus also disappeared ; though tho sugar-mills erected 
by tho Saracens and Crusaders, with their aqueducts, still exist near 
'Ain cs Sultan. Tho cypress and sycamore trees are no more, but I 
still observed tho Henna lawsonia; cotton, rice, and tho castor-oil 
plant are occasionally cultivated on the banks of the Jordan, and 
wild indigo grows in abundance. 

Animals. — The animals common in Syria arc found here, and I 
also saw tho Egyptian jerboa. Tho lions, which formerly came up 
from the swellings of tho Jordan, no longer exist except in the talcs of 
tho Arabs, or the doubtful accounts of travellers. Deer, wild hogs, 
hyomas, jackals, foxes, and a small leopard or panther, were the only 
largo animals I observed. 

Such is a fccblo and imperfect sketch of the Jordan, a stream 
almost as remarkable in its natural relations, as it is pre-eminent in 
sacred and historical interest. Its singular disappearance in the salt 
waters of tho Dead Sea, and tho question of its once having flowed on 
to tho Gulf of Akaba, I may discuss at somo futuro opportunity. 



